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Developers/BPNA to Host “Shell Tour"

(serelated dory, “Lemp Properties,” page 2)

A number of areadevel opersand the Benton Park Neighborhood Association
have set Sunday, March 17, as the day for an "' Open House" featuring fifteen
residential propertiesavailablefor developmentintheBenton Park area. Thetour,
open to the public without charge, will include propertiesin dl stagesd develop-
ment, including newly-acquired buildingsstill in their untouched condition, gutted
shells, framed-out, drywalled and completed rehabs.

Developers participating in the event in-
clude, Rothschild’s, Trout Design/Build, Meier-
Stiver, Inc. and Terry Skinner.  Shells recently
purchased by the Benton Park Neighborhood
Housing Corporation will also be included.

Benton Park residents are encouraged to
take the tour to see first-hand the kind of im-
provementsthat will betaking placein our neigh-
borhood during 1991. The tour will also be an
excdlent time to invite co-workers, relativesand
friendsto take a good look at the direction this
neighbor hood isgoing, and to discover the hous-
ing valuesthat are availablein the area.

By viewing shellsin their various states of

continued on page 4

House Tour Set for
Mother's Day Weekend

The next meeting of the Benton Park
House and Studio Tour Committee will be held
onSunday, March 10, 2PM, at thehome of Kath-
leenKdly, 2623A Indiana. Th s dateisalso"last
cdl" for placing homeson the tour. Additional
helpisneededinseveral areas, and volunteersare
welcome and encouraged to attend.

The tour promises to be an interesting
one, with eight homes, two gardens and severa
galleries(includingastainedglassstudio) aready
committed. Trams will provide transportation
throughoutthe neighborhood, andfilm crewswill
be on hand to document the event. Tentative
plans are in the works for additional festivities
along Cherokee Street's Antique Row.

Tour datesare Saturday and Sunday, May
11-12, Noon until 5:00 PM. For additional infor-
mationor to placeyour homeon thetour, contact
committeechairman, Bob Friend at 771-0208.

Next Meeting Date:
Tueday, March §, 7:30 PM

The agenda for the upcoming March 5
meeting of the Benton Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciaton will be jam-packed with interesting infor-
Mallon and discussion possibilities.

President Paul LaFlam will be presenting
detailed information about major events planned
for the Spring season, including two house tours:
one to showcase properties Under development ;
the other, the annual Benton Park House and
Studio Tour, which will once again feature a
unique blend of restorations and remodelled
propertiesand some art studio"* open housss""

Further information about the renewed
"codition" o the various organizations working
inour neighborhood will be presented, including
areviewdf both long- and short-term goalswhich
will be attainable by the joint effortsof so many
interested area residents, property owners, busi-
nesspeople and elected civic leaders.

LaFlam envisonsa very "'grass-roots" ap-
proachto neighborhoodimprovement, saf ety and
beautification, with an emphasis on block-by-
block organization of the community, aswell as
full utilizationof local resourcesand city services.

"Theam istoimprovethequality o lifein
the neighborhood for everyone'™ comments
LaFlam, “Tosucceedinthisweneedtotapd! of
theresourcesavailableto us-- from city programs
to the expertise of individuals who residein our
neighborhood."

Meetingsare held on the first Tuesday of each
monthat 730 PM at the GirlsClub, 2216 Sidney.
Thepublicisinvited to attend.
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Lemp Propertiesto Be Redeveloped

Alderman Aboussie dubs Benton Park “Neighborhood of the Future’

Four vacant and boarded-up propertiesin the 2600 block of Lemp Avenuewill
be redevel oped during the coming spring and summer, according to Paul LaFlam,
president of theBenton Park Neighborhood A ssociation. Meier-Stiver, Inc. hasbeen
designated developer for the project.

The properties, locatedon the east sideof theblock, are numbered2906-16 and
presently cons s of aflat-sided flounder housewhichonce had astorefront, asingle-
story cottageand a four-unitbuilding. Two vacant |ots between 2906 and 2912 will
become landscaped side yardsfor these two buildings.

"Weenvisionexcitingpossibilitiesfor thisproject,” saiddHenriettaMeier, of the
Meier-Stiverpartnership. **With theavailability of thevacant|otsbetweentwodf the
buildings, weplantoorient both the'flounder' houseand the cottageto theside. We
will doa'pop-up’ with the cottage, adding a French-stylesecond story with mansard
and another additionontheside, makingit into atwo-bedroom, one-and-a-half bath
residencewith aVictoriansde-entry porch. Theformer four-flat will becometwo

fee-smpletownhouses.™

" Our @ masdevel opersisto providequdity
homesthat meet the needs of today's homebuy-
ers, while maintaining affordability,” said Shari
Stiver. "'In addition, we want to maintain the
historiccharm o these buildingsand, at thesame
time, give them all the modem amenities™

The Meer-Stiver partnership was formed
in 1988 to develop properties needing moderate
rehabilitation to total renovation. Both partners
have had extensiveexperiencein rehab and rede-
velopment. HenriettaMeéier isareal estatebro-
ker and, in addition, has had experience as an
advertisng and public rdaionsprofessond. Shari
Stiver does design/build for the partnership and
has extensve congtruction experience. She co-
authoredalayman’s guidetothel afayetteSquare
Historic Code which isstill being used in Lafay-
ette Square and other historic neighborhoods.

The partnershave deve oped threeformer
two-flatsinto singlefamily residences at 2340-42
Louisana in the Tower Grove East area and
recently completed a snglefamily residence at
4121 Shenandoah.

The Lemp propertieswere acquired by the
Benton Park Hous ng Corporation, and Commu-
nity Development FSIP (For Salelncentive Pro-
gram) fundswill beavailableto assist buyerswith
cdosing costs and interest-rate buydowns.

Martie Aboussie, Ninth Ward Alderman,
hasbeen animportant movingforcein helpingto
acquire and package propertiessuch asthesefor
rehab in the Benton Park area. "I'm high on
Benton Park,” hesad. "l think it's theneighbor-
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hood of thefuture, and I'm doingeverythingin ny
power through the Board of Aldermen and the
CDA toget f unds alocated and to bringdevelop-
ersintotheareato keep things moving. | seethis
as a 'turnaround' year for development, with
interest rateseasingand buyerscoming back into
thehousing market as recession fears diminish.”

The devel opersare planningan open house
for Sunday, March 17, in cooperation with the
Benton Park Neighborhood Assocation, to at-
tractinterestedbuyerdor theseand other'' shdls™
availablein the Benton Park area.

TheBenton Par k News

The Benton Park News is published monthly for the
Benton Park Neighborhood Association by Community
Marketing Resour ces, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation
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tions. P.O. Box 2096, St. Louis, MO 63158. Linda
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The 20th of each month isthe cutoff datefor material to
reach the Benton Park newdetter editor. We welcome
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Submit infornation by phone (664-8552), FAX (664-
6310), or mail (3108 Illinois, 63118)to Charlie or Linda
Dahlhcimer.
BPNA OFFICERS:
Paul LaFlam, President
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Libby Reuter, Secretary
Kevin Kelleher, Treasurer
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Home L oan Seminar

First Nationwide Bank isofferingan eight-
hour classcovering variousaspectsd buyingand
owningahome. Thetwo-Saturday coursewill be
conductedon March 2and 9, from 9AM to 1PM,
at the Cabanne Library, 1106 Union Blvd.

Theclassesarepart o aprogramto provide
low-interest, dosing-cost loansto . Loui S fami-
lieswithlow to moderateincomes. Eligibleprop
ertiesincludesingle-family, owner-occupied prin-
cipa residences, including condominiums and
planned unit developments.

Accordingto Duwane Morgan, community
investment officer for First Nationwide, lending
guiddineswill bemoreflexible than thoseapplied
to standard loans, including a higher ratio of
housing debt to stable monthly income.

While maximum annua income for this
particular program is $22870, dl areinvited to
participatein the dasses. First Nationwidedso
offers conventiond financing programs.

The eight-hour course will include such
topicsas andyzing the cash and income require-
ments for home purchasers, getting and under-
standingcredit reports, basicsd household budg-
eting, how to shopfor aquality home, negotiating
the purchase agreement, budgeting and schedul-
ing home maintenance, and tax planning.

For additional information or to reservea
place in the dasses, contact Duwane Morgan,
889-7803.

Citicorp Renaissance
Grant Update

The ""Road Show" Committee of Benton
Park received a substantial check from Citicorp
recently from the Citicorp Renaissance Grant
Program. Thismoney will be used to help fund
the production of avideo presentation showcas-
i rg our Benton Park neighborhood.

Jean Ponzi and Patti Eischen, both Benton
Park residents, arewriting thescript and devel op
ingashootingschedule. Bradley Productionshas
beenhired toproducethe program. Shooting will
begin in April and will also occur during the
weekend o the Benton Park House and Studio
Tour on May 11. and 12. This can be your
opportunity to be“in the movied™

Chairperson Paulette Deutman has an-
nounced plansfor adogan contest. Thewinning
dogan, afive- toeight-wordphrasethat describes
Benton Park, will be used in conjunctionwith the
video. Prizeswill be awarded. Additional infor-
mationabout theproject and detail sof thecontest
will be provided at the March BPNA mesting.

For more information or to submit your
entry, cal Pauletteat 776-7074 by April 2

The video will include architectural and
historic landmarks, cultural highlights and on-
the-street interviews with residents. Th's worth-
while project will provide a valuabletool to pro-
mote the Benton Park Neighborhood.

r-------------------------------1

Member ship Application

| Activitiesdf TheBenton Park Neighborhood Associationarefunded primarily by the dues i
I and donationsfrom neighborhood residents, and property and businessownerswithin Benton Park. |
| Annua duesd $6.00 indudeayear's subscription to The Benton Park Nevsand a 10% |

I discount on all purchases from area merchants. The growing list o participating merchants |
[ indudes: Allen's Garden Shop, 3201 Cherokee; Morands Hardware & Supply, 1801 Pestalozzi; |
J] TEASEHair Sdon, 1615South Ninth, Edele & Mertz HardwareCo, 1822S Broadway, and the |

| Benton Park Galery, 3016 Wisconsn. l
I Count mein asa member for 1991:

i Namne |
| Address 1
| |
I Checkenclosed: $ (Payableto Benton Park Neighborhood Ass’n.) |
| 1
| Mail too BENA, PO. Bax 2066, &. Louis, MO 63158 |
L-——---————--——----————————-——-—‘
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Shell Tour continued

completion,it becomesevident that purchasersof
thesepropertiesareliteraly buying''new homes'
which have been constructed within the walls of
hundred-year old buildings-- solid masonrywadls
which can befound today only in the most expen-
sve custom-built homes.

The tour will begin at the corner of Lemp
andPestalozzi, withshell slocatedat 2906through
2916 Lemp. (see''Lemp Properties,” page 2).

Shdllsat 2864 Lemp and 3000 Wiscondn
will be shown by Rothschild’s. Plans for the
former include 2+ bedrooms, a second-floor
laundryand1.5 baths. Many optionsareavailable
tocustomtailor the homefor thebuyer. Finished
pricewill be $39,900, with purchaser incentives.

3000 Wisconsin, oned theoldest buildings
intheneighborhood,isplanned asa2-4 bedroom,
251t03.5 bathsingle-familygut rehabwith second
floor laundry. Located on alarge lat, it will be
priced at $129,000, with purchaser incentives.

At2845-47 McNair two cusomrehabsnear
completionwill beshownby Terry Skinner. These
two-bedroom mode swill exemplify theway new
homes can be fashioned out of old.

Additional shells on McNair include 2855
and 2862, both owned by the Benton Park Com-
munity Housing Corporation.

2124-26 and 2130-34 Victor are Trout De-
sign/Build’s contribution to thetour. Eachisan
1800 square-foot minimum custom rehab, featur-
ing three bedrooms, two and a hdf bathsand two
decks, with laundry located on first floor. Pur-
chaser incentives include tax abatement and a

March, 1991

Brass House Plaques
Again Available

The Benton Park Neighborhood Associa-
tionhasrecently takenddivery of itssecondorder
of Benton Park house plagues. Sincetheplaque's
introduction in 1989, sixty-five homesin the Benton
Park area are now displaying these handsome
brass plaques featuring the digtinctive Benton
Park logo. Ten from the new shipment have
dready been spoken for and the remainingforty
will be sold on afirst-come, first-served bass.

Theplaguesare beingsold at cogt, whichis
$60.00 per copy.

If you haveordered a plagueor would like
to purchaseone, please plan to attend the next
BPNA mesting, or call Kevin Kelleher, at 664-
0776 to arrangefor pick-up or ddivery.

Spring M ember ship Walk

TheBPNA MembershipCommitteeis
planningaSpring MembershipWak on Sat-
urday, April 13. They will be canvassing the
neighborhoodto seek out prospectivemem-
bers for the Association.  Membersinter-
ested in participating should call Barbara
Marshall at 776-7829 before the next Mem-
bership Committee meeting on March 25,

bonus o $6,000. This grouping on Victor will
providean opportunity for tour-goerstoview the
entire rehab process that buildings undergo as
they aretransformed from vacant shellsto beau-
tiful townhomes.

P.O. Box 2066
$. Louis MO 63158

TheBenton Park Neighborhood Association




