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House and Studio Tour Draws Record Attendance

Thanksto ateam o dedicated people, thisyear's tour attracted alarger than
ever attendance, in spite of a few rain sprinkles. The trams, tent, balloons, and
beautiful posters added greatly in creating an atmosphere of festivity.

What follows will probably sound like an acceptance speech on Academy
Awardsnight, but the need to give appropriate recognitionsupercedestimeor space

limits. So, on behaf of BPNA, here goes:

Specia appreciation goes to Bob Friend
who coordinated this entire event, and for his
generousdonation of the Victorian doll houseas
adoor prize. Thisdoll house, incidentally, was
quitelargeand featured such detail sashardwood
floorsand house keys. Thank you, Bab, for your
important contributions!

Specia appreciation also goes to those
committee heads who donated their time and
talents and to the members of their respective
committees. Among them: Linda Comfort for
pullingtogether asplendidbrochurewith thehel p
of Patti Eischen, Nancy McRee, Marian Amies,
and Linda Dahlheimer; Marty and Pam Keeven
for theirtimein photographingall the properties;
KathleenKdly on housesel ectionwith assistance
from Carol Parmenter and Mark Sarich; Mark
Amiel for behind-the-scene planning of finance
and logistics with assistance from wife Roe and
Paulette Deutman; Dan Pierron and Charlie
Dahlheimer for their roles in sponsorship and
advertising along with Ron Bentley, Dwayne
Beougher and Wayne Huber; and Libby Reuter
who was instrumental in getting the tour an-
nouncementsinto the newspapersand on theair.

We want to especidly recognize Beth
Gellmanfor her generouscontributionin design-
ing the posters, tickets and brochures that were
proudlydistributedby associationmembers. Beth
is obvioudy a very talented person and we are
grateful for the beautiful artwork shecreated and
donated for the house tour. Thank you, Beth!

In addition, special appreciation goes to
the people who agreed to open their homesand
studios, and who spent much preparation time
and many hoursvisitingwith tour-goersover the
weekend. Thankstothefollowing: JimTrout and
Martha Tobin; Ron and Judy L entz; LouChristen
and Nancy M cRee; ElizabethKizer and Jill Davis;

Caroline Hauser and Corinne Peters; Jack and
Janet McLard; Dan Pierron; Marty and Pam
Keeven; Keith Rosemeryand Eli Bust Rosemery;
Paul Faulkenberry; Greg and Luba Underwood;

continued on page 4

House Tour Post Party

In spite of some rain, approximately fifty
people gathered at the home of Paul and Beth
Burka following the house tour on Sunday to
celebrate the success of this year's tour and the
end of many hours of hard work that were spent
planning it. Benton Park resident and caterer
Boo Boulton generoudly donated her catering
talentsand time by preparing afeast of hot dogs,
bratwurst, potato salad, lettuce salad, pork &
beansand brownies. Includedin the group were
membersaof varioushouse tour committees, resi-
dentswhose homes and studioswere shown, and
severd potential future Benton Park residents.

TheWinner Is...

Thewinner of the drawing for the Victo-
rian doll house on the Benton Park House and
Studio Tour is Lisa Facciano; 12467 Oberlin
Court; Chesterfield,Mo. Congratulations, Lisal

Next Meeting Date

June4,1991isthedatefor the next Benton
Park Neighborhood Association Meeting. Cap-
tain Everett E. Page of the Third District will be
our guest speaker. The winner of the dogan
contest will aso be announced.

Meetingsare held on thefirst Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM at the Girls Club, 2216
Sidney. The publicisinvited to attend.
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Benton Park Anniversary

June 1991 marks the 125th anniversary of
the founding o Benton Park. To observe this
event, theSpecial Events Committeeisinvitingall
BPNA memberstogather at thenortheast corner
of thePark (Arsenal and I1linois) on Sunday, June
23 a 430 PM. Activitieswill include an early
potluck supper and games afterward. Bring a
covered dish large enough to feed the number of
peopleyoubring. Alsobringyour ownbeverages,
eating utensils,and perhapsablanket tost on. A
birthday cake to commemorate the occasion and
gameswill be provided. Theanniversary provides
agood opportunityfor thegroup to meet socidly,
so mark your calendars.

Compton Heights
Concert Band

Once again during the summer, this fine
groupof musicianswill be performingat the band
pavillion in Tower Grove Park on Monday eve-
ningsat 7:30 PM fromJune 24throughAugust 12.
They will also perform Sunday evenings at 7:30
PM in Francis Park, June 23 through August 11.

Amongthegroup of talented musiciansis
tenor saxophonist Nancy McRee, one of our own
BPNA members.

Bringablanket or chairs(some seatingis
available), family and friendsand plan to attend
" Sunday Serenades” at FrancisPark or ""Musical
Mondays" at Tower Grove Park. The concerts
arefree, and refreshments may be purchased.

Summer Classes Offered

Thefollowingclassesare being offered at
Sigel Community School:

Art Appreciation, Ceramics, Creative
Writing, Dog Obedience, Flower Arranging/
Wreath Making, Jewelry Making, Millinery,
Photography, Puppy Kindergarten, Stained Glass,
Stenciling, Swesatshirt Decorating.

Breads, Candy Making, Hors/Doeuvres.

French | and II, Serbo-Croatian, Sign
L anguage, Spanish.

Bdlroom Dancing, Swing Balroom Dance,
Country/Western Dancing, Drama, Instrumen-
tal Music L essons, Piano Lessons.

For additional information call 865-5050.
Sigel CommunitySchool islocated at 2039 Russel |
Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63104.
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June Scheduleof Eventsat Barr

Branch Library

Preschool Story Time on Wednesdays at
11:00 AM will feature author Hans Christen
Anderson as" Author of the Month.™
Midweek Movies are shown each Wed-
nesday at 400 PM. Thismonth'sthemeis' Let's
Vidgt ThisPlace." Following arethefilmsto be
shown:
June5: Central AmericaSeries Guatemala,
Parts1and 2
Islandsof Hawaii
June19: South Carolina
June26: Rhine
Ondisplayat thelibraryduringthe month
o Junewill bean exhibit entitled*’let's Travel...”
Hungryfor Books? Readingistherecipe
for fun! Join the Summer Reading Club, begin-
ning June 1, for preschool ages through ninth
grade. Certificatesand prizeswill beawarded to
children reading a predetermined number o books
For additional information please con-
tact Dave Simmons, 771-7040.
The peopleat Barr Branch Libraryandin
Benton Park extend a warm welcome to Woody
_Bassman, Barr’s new Y outh Services Provider at

June 12:

~ thechildren's library.

Barr Branch Library
1701 8. Jeffer son Bivd., St. Louis, MO 63104
314-771-7040
Mon. & \Véd: 10:00AM - 7:00PM

Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat.; 9:00AM - 6:00PM

The Benton Park News

The Benton Park News is published monthly for the
Benton Park Neighborhood Association by Community
Marketing Resour ces, Inc., a not-for-profit cor poration
providing marketingand communicationsresour ces for
community organizations and neighborhood associa-
tions. P.O. Box 2096, St. Louis, MO 63158. Linda
Dahlheimer, Editor. Copyright 1991: Community Mar-
keting Resour ces, Inc. Annual Subscription rate $5.00.

PUBLICATIONDEADLINE
The 20th of each monthisthe cutoff date for materialto
reach the Benton Park newsdletter editor. Wewelcome
input from all of our reader sregar dingpeopleand events
that involve Benton Park and itsresidents.
Submit information by phone (664-8552), FAX (664-
6310), or mail (3108 Illinois, 63118) .

1991 BPNA OFFICERS:
Paul LaFlam, President
Nancy M cRee, Vice President

Libby Reuter, Secretary

Kevin Kelleher, Treasurer
Publicationof The Benton Park Newsisunderwrittenin
part by a Southwester n Bell/City of St. L ouis Neighbor -
hood Growth Grant.
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A Message fram. ...
PhyllisYoung
Alderwoman, 7th Ward

There have been many rumorscirculating
about theold Falstaff plant. Onewasthat amajor
hardwarestorewasgoing to be built there. Another
was that K-Mart was moving into the site. Soll
thought it wastime to set the record straight.

While some developers have expressed
interest in the area, no firm proposal shave been
received. The problem with the Falstaff site is
that thereislittlelikelihoodthat adevelopmentis
viable at thistimefor a variety of reasons.

Falstaff is asking an unredligtic price for
the site. In addition there is an estimated $1
million of environmental cleanup codts. It is
estimated that $3-4 million would be needed to
acquire the site, clean and clear it. Add the
constructioncoststo that figure, and it isunlikely
that rentsfrom any discount merchandiserwould
cover the mortgage.

The only incentivethat the city has avail-
able to assist developments such as this is tax
increment financing, commonly called TIF. The
city can help finance the necessary public im-
provementsby sellingbondsand paying them off
with money whichwould bederivedfrom acacu-
lated "'net fiscal benefit™ or smply new money
that isbrought to the city by the new business.

The problem with such a cdculation in
thiscaseisthat if the only interested parties are

Newdetter I nput

Officersof BPNA and chairpersonsrep-
resentingthevariouscommitteesareall kindly re-
quested to cdl the editor by the 20th of each
month. Reports from previous meetings, details
of upcoming meetings, variousstagesof progress
within the committees, news concerning neigh-
borhood grants, information regarding special
events, human interest stories, and news from
areabusi nessesare dwayswelcomeand essential
additionsin the newdletter. 'Y our cooperationin
this endeavor will be enormously appreciated.
(Linda Dahlheimer, Editor, 664-8552, Fax 664-
6310,

discounterswho already have businessesor com-
petitorsin the city, there is no new benefit. It's
likely the current city shopperswould disburseto
theclosest geographical location, and theamount
of money spent would remain the same - no new
money or benefit would be derived from the new
development. Consequently, the bond financing
would not be possible,

Developingthe Falstaff site isd interest
toboth the neighborhood and thecity. Inthe near
futureit islikely that development rightswill be
awarded to a prospective developer so that a
more realisticdetermination can be made of po-
tential retailersand costs of construction. Mean-
while, therumorskeepsurfacing. Haveyou heard
the one about the micro-brewery complete with
an outdoor garden?

| Member ship Application |
I Activitiesof The Benton Park Neighborhood Association arefunded primarily by the dues |l
| and donationsfrom neighborhood residents, and property and businessownerswithin Benton Park. |
| Annual dues of $600 includea year's subscription to The Benton Park Newsand a 10% |

] discount on al purchases from area merchants. The growing list of participating merchants |
I includes. Allen's Garden Shop, 3201 Cherokee; Morands Hardware & Supply, 1801 Pestalozzi;
TEASE Hair Salon, 1615 South Ninth; Edele & Mertz Hardware Co, 1822 S. Broadway; the I

I Benton Park Gallery, 3016 Wisconsin, and Sidney Street Cafe, 2000 Sidney Street.

I Count mein asa member for 1991:

|

I

: __Annual Dues enclosed
| —Additional gft of $
I

I

k

enclosed to support neighborhood programs/events.

(Make checks payableto Benton Park Neighborhood Ass’n.)
Mail to: BPNA, PO. Box 2066, St. Louis, MO 63158

Phone
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House & Studio Tour

continuedf r ompage one

Geoffrey Wheeler and Ellen Gilden; Randall and
LindaComfort; Jim and LisaBartlett; Mark Sar-
ichand PhyllisSarich; Ray Simon; Bob Fishbone
and Sarah Linquist; Vernon Gross; Fr. Mayer of
. Agnes Church; and Rev. MikeVoder d Epiph-
any Church.

We also want to thank dl those people
who volunteeredto housesit and work the trams
and the booth duringthe days of thetour. With-
out you, the show simply could not havegone on!

Also our thanks to any members of the
association who assisted with the tour but whose
namesor specificcontributionsnever reached the

Weal sowant togivespecial recognitionto
our sponsorsfor their generousdonations. They
areMartie Aboussie, 9thWard Alderman, Phyllis
Y oung, 7th Ward Alderwoman, American Bank,
Commerce Bank, Mercantile Bank and South-
western Bell Telephone Company. Thank you!

Thanks aso goesto the many area busi-
nesses who took out advertisementsin the bro-
chure and for those who offered reduced prices
for tour customers.

~~Everything associated with printing mate-

riadsfor the tour (tickets, brochure covers, and
posters) was donated with the exception of the
inside pages o the brochure. Special apprecia-
tion goes to Adrian Typography, Color Associ-
ates, Kohler and Sons, and Shaughnessy-Kniep-
Hawe Paper Company for their generosity.

World of Difference

The Community Services Committeewill
be sponsoring thefirgt, of what may well become
severd, Interracial BridgingPrograms, to beheld
onJune8from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at Epiphany
Church, 2911 McNair. Led by afacilitator from
the World of Difference organization, the pro-
gramisdesigned to increase communication and
understandingacrossthe divides o difference--
particularlyracial, but al socultural and economic
class. The diversity that existswithin the Benton
Park Community suggestswe could well benefit
from this offering. Thisfirst program will bring
together ten African-Americansfrom the neigh-
borhood and ten Whites.

Ifyou areinterestedin participatingplease
call Rev. Michael Voder (772-0263) or Libby
Reuter (773-4274). Should this sessionbefilled,
you could be scheduledfor afuture event. But do
cal! They needto know you areinterested. The
cost of the event toyou isvery negotiable. Your
commitment of timeisimportant.

May Social Well Attended

“Members and guests gathered at BPNA Presi-
dent Paul LaFlam’s Old Convent Guest House
for the May 7th meeting of the Association.
The evening included a tour of the Victo-
rianhouse, whichPaul and hiswifeMary operate
as a bed and breskfast, and a delightful party
under the starson the recently completed patio.

P.O. Box 2066
St. Louis, MO 63158
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