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" Community Services"
Alive and We€l in Benton
Park

The Community Services Committee of
the Benton Park Neighborhood Association has
beenvery activelately. Amongthe projectsonits
agendaare thefollowing:

Interracial Bridging--Fifteen people, Af-
rican-American and White, gathered on June 8
for thefirst Interracial BridgingWorkshoprunby
World o Difference, . Lai s. Participantsshared
experiences, perspectives, hopesand dreamsand
watched a video dramatizingthe artificiality and
arbitrarinessdof social consensusand**rules™ that
set up the acting-out of prejudice.

"Weremembered thetimeswhenwewere
encouragedto participateininherited patterns of
prejudice, whenwewitnessedthereality of preju-
dice, and when wefdlt oursalvesto be victimsof
prejudice’” commentscommitteeChairman, Mike
Voder. "Wegot the opportunity to commit our-
selvesagain to the elimination of prejudice, par-
ticularly in our own setting.”

Participants included: Sue Bates, Ron
Bentley, Kim Broyles, Judy Boyer, Mark Carlson,
Walter Drummond, Bernice Holderle, Marie Huff,
Kathleen Kely, Kathy Poeschel, Libby Reuter,
Rhonda Romine, Edith Starks, Carolyn Vence
and Michad Voder. Theleader wasMary Webber
o the World of Difference Program. Special
thanksto Libby Reuter for agreat lunch!!

The Crime Board--Greg Underwood has
map-plotted reported Benton Park crime data
from Third District Police (through theeffortsof
Officer Terry Shoemaker). See it at our next
meeting. Thanks, Greg!

Journal the Problem--Documentation
books are availablefor our working together on
particularly difficult problem situations. Cal
Michadl Voder, 772-0263.

" Trusted Services" Resource List--This
ongoing project under the auspicesdf Sarah Lin-
quist includesnamesaf peoplefor hire (such as
carpenters, plumbers, roofers, babysitters, tutors,
etc.) who have been personally recommendedby
—continued on Page 2

Benton Park Community

Housing Cor poration

Initsongoingeffortsto deal with problem
properties in the neighborhood, the board has
taken thefollowing actions:
= 2906-10 Lemp, 2912 Lemp, 2914-16 Lemp --

These adjacent properties havebeen pur-

chased and are under development.

m 2855 McNair, 2862 McNair -- These proper-
ties have been purchased and are being
marketed for sale.

m 1906 Wyoming -- The Housing Corporation
acquiredand held thenoteon thisbuilding
through construction. It iscurrently occu-
ped by its new owners.

s Fremont School -- The Corporation holdsan
option on this property. Senior citizen
apartments are being planned for this
property. Anapplicationfor aHUD grant
is underway and fina approva is antici-
pated by winter, 1991.

The Housing Corporation continues to
look at ways to improve property conditionsin
Benton Park. An example is a grant that is
currently being considered by Mercantile Bank
that would be used to improve the appearance of
boarded up propertiesin Benton Park.

Membersdf theCorporationmeet at least
everyfourweeksand receiveno compensationfor
their time. Thefollowing Benton Park residents
comprise the Housing Corporation: Joe Cox,
CharlieDahlheimer, Keven Kdleher, Jack Kroeck,
BarbaraLoeb, Nancy McReg, Libby Reuter, Mark
Silver, and Marion Smith.

NEXT MEETING DATE

Summer Socia and Meeting, Tuesday,
August 6,1991. This month's meeting will be
held under the Gazebo at the Lemp Mansion
Restaurant, 3322 DeMenil Place at 7:30 PM.
Food and drinkswill beavailablefor purchase
duringtheevening. Livemusicby oneor more
of our BPNA memberswill be featured. In-
cluded on the agendawill be a discussionon
the feasibility of a neighborhood co-op. Plan
to attend!
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Profile: Brian Rohlfing

BPNA member and resident Brian Rohlf-
ing recently joined Ringling Brothers-Barnum
and Bailey Circus juggler Michael Bruneau in a
juggling act that required the juggling of 15 balls
between them!  Their's was one of many acts
performedat theInternational JugglersAssocia
tion's Juggling Festival at the Washington Uni-
versty Field House. They werein the company
of hundreds of jugglers from dl over the world
such as Trixie LaRue, oned theworld'sforemost
women jugglers of dl time, and Moscow Circus
star Sergei Mikhailovich Ignatov.

Brian, who hasbeenjugglingfor ten years,
hasbeen knownto juggle pins, horseshoes,dedge-
hammers, monkey wrenches and machetes. He
not only participated in the Association's 44th
annual festival but he helped coordinateit. Brian
hasa host of other interestsincluding unicycling,
musical entertainment, comedy, wood scul pting,
furniturebuilding, hanggliding, real estate devel-
opment and conducting self-help seminars. He
formed the Rohlfing Project Devel opment Com-
pany and hasrehabbed morethan 15 homesin the
area, including his own. Brian and wife Maryjo
have lived in Benton Park for five years.

BPNA ShirtsAvailable
BPNA has a new supply of polo shirts
available, stamped with the logo of BPNA - the
perfect thing to wear to meetings, picnics, house
tours, etc. They arebright blue, stampedinwhite.
The shirts are cotton and have a collar and a
pocket. They comein sues M-L-XL and the cost
is $13.25. T-shirts in children's sizes are now
available,S-M-L for just $7.00. They were made
for us right here in the neighborhood by Lou
Tipton of Artwear. If you areinterested inbuying
ashirt, please cal Nancy McRee at 776-2972.

Services (from page one)

Benton Park residents. If you know such a person
you would like to recommend, call Sarah at 773-
1930.

Neighbor hood Prablem Solving-Commen-
dationsto Jerry & Beth Burkaon the July gather-
ing they hosted to work on neighborhood prob-
lems.

Caringfor our Park—-ThePark needshdp.
City resourcesarelimited. Areyou ready towork
to help keep it maintained and safe? Next meet-
ing, let Michael Voder know!
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DonateYour Cans

When you bring items to the Operation
Brightside Recycling Center on Kingshighway,
please ask that your money from aluminum cans
be donated to Benton Park Neighborhood A sso-
ciation, and they will send a monthly check to us
for the total amount. The 27¢ you get may not
seemvery much, but if alot of peopledonatetheir
small proceeds, it could mean a nice donation to
BPNA! Just tell the man at the window, and he
will take care of the rest!

Schedule for Pickup of

Bulk Items

Our areaisscheduledfor pick-updf furni-
ture, bundled branches, etc. on the second week
o each month. Put these items out on Sunday
night, as the pickup is Monday through Friday,
starting at 6 o'clock in the morning. As many as
three large items will be removed from each
dumpster area. Placetheitemsthreetofour feet
from the dumpster to allow room for the truck to
operate. Items which require specia environ-
mental disposal (batteries, oil, appliances and

“tires) will be picked uponadifferenttruck, during

the second week of each month. If you have
questions, call Operation Brightside at 781-4556
for information.

The Benton Park News

The Benton Park News is published monthly for the
Benton Park Neighborhood Association by Community
M arketing Resour ces, Inc.,a not-for-profit corporation
providing marketingand communicationsresour ces for
community organizations and neighborhood associa-
tions. P.O. Box 2096, St. Louis, MO 63158. Linda
Dahlheimer, Editor. Copyright 1991: Community Mar-
keting Resour ces, Inc. Annual Subscription rate $5.00.

PUBLICATIONDEADLINE
The20th of each month isthe cutoff date for material to
reach the Benton Park newdletter editor. We welcome
input fromall of our reader sregar dingpeopleand events
that involve Benton Park and itsresidents.
Submit information by phone (664-8552), FAX (664-
6310), or mail (3108 Illinois, 63118).

1991 BPNA OFFICERS:
Paul LaFlam, President
Nancy McRee, Vice President
Libby Reuter, Secretary
Kevin Keleher, Treasurer

Publicationof The Benton Park Newsisunderwrittenin
part by a Southwester n Bell/City of St. Louis Neighbor -
hood Growth Grant.
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A Standing I nvitation

TheBenton Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion is made up of officers, committees and
members. Wewelcomenew ideas and faces, and
inviteinterested membersto consider joining any
of thefollowing committees:

Program Planning for Monthly Meetings
(Chairperson Scott Farquhar- 776-7376)

This committee gathers interesting and

informative subjects for monthly meeting

agendas, and selects and invites guest
speakers.

Community Services

(Chairperson Rev. Mike Vosler - 772-4358)

People serving on this committee help

othersindealingwithsuchissuesascrime,

race relations, parent/child relationships,
organized community cleanups, youth tu-
toring, etc.

Membership Committee

(ActingChairperson Carolyn Twibell- 772-0614)

This committee organizes membership

drives, maintains membership roster, and

planstoeventuallydevelopaprogram that
will officially welcome new residents moving
into the neighborhood.

Specia Events

(Chairperson Beth Burka - 771-4371)

Members of this committee plan activities

to raise money for the association aswell

as plan purely socia get-togethers over
the course of the year.

Building Review Committee

(Chairperson Marion Smith - 773-3941)
This committee establishes guidelinesfor
externa renovations and restorations,
landscaping and fencingto assure that re-
development of propertieswill beingood
taste and in keeping with the characteris-
ticsof the neighborhood.

House Tour Committee

(ActingChairperson Bob Friend - 771-0208)

This committee has only recently
begunasayear-round committeeto hope-
fully eliminate jamming tour preparation
intothelast few monthsaof planning. Persons
interested in house selection, graphics,
public relations, advertisement, etc. or in
chairing any aspect of this committee for
next year's tour should call.

Beautification Committee
(Chairperson Linda Comfort - 664-5797)

Members of this committee get in-
volvedinprojectssuch astreeplantingand
other beautification projects that improve
the appearance of the neighborhood.

Newsletter Committee
(Chairperson Linda Dahlheimer - 664-8552)

This committee gathers together
information, interviews residentsfor human
interest stories, profiles neighborhood
businesses, etc., writes, and distributesthe
monthly newsl etter.

r----——----—_—--_—-------—-_----1

I M ember ship Application i
| Activitiesof The Benton Park Neighborhood Association arefunded primarily by thedues |
| and donationsfrom neighborhoodresidents, and property and businessownerswithinBenton Park. ||
| Annual dues of $5.00 include a year's subscription to The Benton Park News and a 10% |

] discount on all purchases from area merchants. The growing list of participating merchants |
| includes: Allen's Garden Shop, 3201 Cherokee; Morands Hardware & Supply, 1801 Pestal0zzi;
TEASE Hair Salon, 1615 South Ninth; Edele & Mertz Hardware Co,, 1822 S. Broadway; the I

I Benton Park Gallery, 3016 Wisconsin; and Sidney Street Cafe, 2000 Sidney Street.

I Count me in as a member for 1991:
Name

Address

i

: __Annual Dues enclosed
| __Additiona giftof $
|

|

k

enclosed to support neighborhood programs/events.
(Make checks payableto Benton Park Neighborhood Assn.)

Mail to: BPNA, PO. Box 2066, St. Louis, MO 63158
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AUGUST SCHEDUL E OF EVENTSAT BARR
BRANCH LIBRARY

Summer Story Time iseach Wednesday at 11:00

AM -- Al agesare welcome!

Summer Fun Movies are shown each Wednesday

at 4:00 PM. This month's theme is " Animad

Animdd™ Following are the films to be shown:

August 7 - Black Beauty

August 14 - Wind in the Willows

August 21 - Red Pony

August 28 - Rikki-Tikki-Tavi

IncredibleJourney
Additional activitiesfor the month of August:

August 1 at 3:00 PM: Recipe For Fright -
Stories & Poems, Karen Moore of the
Machecek Branch Library (Recommended
for those age 8 and older)

August 8 at 2:00 PM: Br'er Rabbit Tales
KimberleeBrewton, a friend d the Barr
Branch Library

August 15 at 200 PM: Table Games- Bring
yoursto share or play ours.

A Reminder: Childrenwho have received Sum-
mer Reading Club Certificates, don't forget the
end of summer party on Saturday, September 7,
2:30 - 430 PMmI! ]

- _Feradditionalinformation please-contact-
Dave Smmons, 771-7040.

Barr Branch Library
1701 S. Jefferson Bhd., &. Lou s, MO 63104

Mon. & Wd. -10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Tues., Thurs., Pri. & Sat.. 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Purdy, Stewart
Slated for
September Meeting

Our guest speakers at the September
meeting will be Bill Purdy and Robbin Stewart,
two of the city's school board members. After
their presentation, they will hold a question and
answer session. Pleaseplan to attend thisimpor-
tant meeting.

Watch September BPNA News for addi-
tional meeting information.

Newdetter | nput

Officersdf BPNA and chairpersonsrep-
resenting the various committees are al kindly
requested to cal the editor by the 20th of each
month. Reportsfrom previousmeetings, details
o upcoming mestings, variousstages of progresSams--
within the committees, news concerning neigh-——="
borhood grants, information regarding special -
events, human interest steries, and news from ———~
areabusinessesare always welcome and essentiat=——
additions in the newsletter. Your cooperation in

this endeavor will be_gpormously appreciated.
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